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INTRODUCTION
Post-it notes on your desk or fridge, the
many appointments in your diary, using a
highlighter, shopping lists... All reminders
to not forget those all-important things in
life. Do you recognize this?
Fortunately, God knows that we as
humans need reminders. Sprinkled
throughout the Bible you can find
memories of following God and His ways.
Reminders about how much He loves
us and how we can demonstrate this
love to others. Many of these memories
can be found in the form of Biblical
festivals. Paul writes about these feasts
to congregations outside Israel. And Luke
refers to them in the book of Acts. Several
places in the Gospels show that Jesus
also celebrated the feasts of the Lord.
These feasts are a great visualization
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of what God has done for His people,
and they give us a view of His salvation
plan through Jesus Christ. It gives us a
deeper and greater understanding of
stories in the Bible and the assignments
that lie before us. The feasts act as a
seasonal system and a sacred calendar to
remember and honor the Lord.
In Leviticus 23: 1-2 it says, “the LORD
spoke to Moses and said, “Speak to the
people of Israel and say to them, these
are the appointed feasts of the LORD that
you shall proclaim as holy convocations;
they are MY appointed feasts.” (ESV)
Next, this chapter in Leviticus describes
seven feasts of the Lord. God Himself
set these feasts to meet His people.
We find that the first feast mentioned
is the Sabbath. For further information
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on this, you may read the Sabbath
Guide. (Check the website: https://www.
celebrationchurch.nl/the-table/)
In this first part of the guide The Feasts
of the Lord, we focus on the spring feasts
as mentioned in Leviticus 23. The first
feast is Passover (Easter), where God
chose to start the liberation of the people
from Egypt.
This is our story, Jew and Gentile,
celebrating the greatest victories of our
King together. We are now one family
because of the sacrifice of Jesus, and both
share equally in that great inheritance.

Good News share equally in the riches
inherited by God’s children. Both are part
of the same body, and both enjoy the
promise of blessings because they belong
to Christ Jesus.” (NLT)
This guide is intended to be used for
families gathered around the table,
demonstrating his Kingdom on earth
as it is in heaven. For parents, God has
placed our children into our care to teach
them about God’s love, word, and ways.
This is our primary mission. The more we
learn, the better we can teach, and the
more effectively we can image God in our
homes, then our neighbors, community,
and our country.

Ephesians 3:6: “And this is God’s plan:
Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the
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FEAST

2021

2022

Passover Seder

March 27

April 15

Pesach

March 28 — April 4

April 16 — 23

Feast of Firstfruits

March 29

April 17

Feast of Weeks

May 17 — 18

June 5 — 6

Why does God’s calendar start in the
Spring? One answer could be that our
ancient ancestors were very much
connected to the land and nature, and
Spring was when the seeds for life
were sown.
It’s also when things that were dead
from the cold winter would soon come
to life with the warm spring sunshine and
life-giving rains. If you look at the Biblical
narrative, you will see this was when God
chose to deliver his people Israel, but is
there more here foreshadowing another
great deliverance of all humankind? As
you will see, the LORD also chose to use
his celebrations to display when Jesus
would bring the understanding of the
particular feast to its highest expression
to declare, He and the Father are one!
(John 10:30)
Our (Greek) calendar starts in January,
but God starts His calendar in the spring,
in the month of Nisan. You could call our

calendar static: the same every year, but
the calendar of the Jews is a flexible one.
This is because the Hebrew calendar is
determined by the phases of the moon,
so the feasts of the Lord always fall on the
same date, but not on the same week day.
Just as our Christmas date always falls on
December 25th, but has a different day of
the week, every year.
Pesach (Easter), the Feast of Unleavened
Bread (Matzot), the Feast of Firstfruits
(Yom HaBikkurim) and the Feast of Weeks
(Pentecost/Shavuot) are the four feasts
of the Lord in the spring. Pesach actually
consists of three feasts, which together
last eight days: Passover Seder, the Feast
of Unleavened Bread, and the Feast of
the Firstfruits. These three Biblical feasts
have a double meaning. They not only
refer to God’s miraculous deliverance of
the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt,
but also contain elements that refer to the
sacrifice that Jesus made for us.
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PESACH
“These are the appointed feasts of the
LORD, the holy convocations, which you
shall proclaim at the time appointed for
them. In the first month, on the fourteenth
day of the month at twilight, it is the
LORD’s Passover.” (Leviticus 23:4-5 ESV)
The Passover Feast is Israel’s celebration
of their deliverance from slavery
in Egypt through great miracles, signs,
and wonders.
They remember that the doorposts were
covered with the blood of a perfect and
sinless lamb, so that the angel of death
would pass by the covered houses. This
is also reflected in the name Pesach,
which in Hebrew comes from Passover,
which means ‘to skip.’ The Aramaic name
of Pesach means ‘suffering’. That brings
us to the suffering of Jesus. For Jesus
has fulfilled this feast, Jesus died as our
sacrificial lamb on the first day of the
Pesach feast. He is the sinless Lamb. His
blood was shed for our sins, so that God’s
wrath passes over anyone who puts his
trust in Jesus and smears His blood on
the doorposts of his or her heart. Just as
the death angel passed by the houses
where the doorposts were covered with
the blood of the Lamb.
The fullness of this feast took place in two
nations, during two different periods, but
each had a tremendous impact on us now.
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The kingdoms of Egypt and Israel were
rocked to their core and were never the
same after their encounter with the King
of the Passover. And that impact also
applies to people today.
Every feast of the Lord begins with the
observance of a special Sabbath meal,
even if it is officially not yet a Sabbath
(Friday evening). Thus, Pesach begins
with the so-called Passover Seder. On this
evening a special meal is held, the Seder
meal (‘Seder’ means order). This meal is
therefore a meal in a predetermined order.
Centuries later Jesus also eats this meal
with His disciples and since then this meal
has been known as ‘The Last Supper’. It
was Jesus Himself who took the bread
during the celebration of Passover, broke
it and said, “This is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.” (Luke 22:19 ESV). Jesus thereby
emphasized that, from that moment
on, the Passover Seder should also be a
reminder of the sacrifice He would make
a day later.

Demonstrate
The Apostle Paul writes the following:
“Your boasting is not good. Do you not
know that a little leaven leavens the whole
lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that
you may be a new lump, as you really
are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover
lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore
celebrate the festival, not with the old
leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.” (1 Corinthians 5:6-8 ESV)
The tradition is to remove all yeast in the
house before this feast. The whole house
is completely cleaned from top to bottom
so that nothing of the yeast (leaven) is
forgotten and remains in the house. This is
also where the old traditional ‘big spring
cleaning’ comes from. Maybe that’s not
such a bad idea? Our bodies are seen as
the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians
6: 19-20). This allows us to realize that
we have to take good care of our bodies.
Because God commands us to remove sin
(yeast) from our lives, could we also take
a critical look at our (spiritual) home and
clean it up extra well?

Good to know: The Holy Spirit wants
to help you tidy up your spiritual house. He
convinces you of sin in your life.

At the table
To Do: The tradition is to use new,
beautiful, or special tableware for the meal
on Passover Seder. Consider, for example,
the tableware that may be present for
holidays, but it can also be beautifully
crafted tableware by the children, festive
disposable plates, etc.
Inviting friends and family is an important
tradition in celebrating this feast. We too

can celebrate Pesach by commemorating
the Holy Supper (Sabbath meal) together
with the (church) family. We can invite
brothers/sisters to the table and base the
menu on traditional customs (unleavened
bread, bitter herbs, wine, and lamb).
There is a lot of singing during this
evening, and according to an old tradition,
children are allowed to ask questions
during the meal such as: why do we eat
differently? Why are we allowed to eat at
the table so festively? The point is to make
children curious about the meaning of this
feast of the Lord.
Another tradition is the parent’s hiding
a broken matzoh. At the end of the meal
the children are allowed to look for it.
The broken matzoh is the symbol for the
broken body of Jesus. The children return
the found pieces of matzoh to the parents,
as a symbol that Jesus has also returned
(from the dead).
To Read: The Seder evening reflects on
the eve of the exodus. We can read the
story of the Exodus in the Bible (Exodus
12-14), but in Galatians 5:1, Titus 2:14 and
also in John 8:36 it is described that Jesus
is our true Deliverer: “So if the Son set you
free, you will be free indeed.” (ESV)
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The Feast of Unleavened Bread
(Matzot)

“And on the fifteenth day of the same
month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread
to the LORD; for seven days you shall eat
unleavened bread. On the first day you
shall have a holy convocation; you shall
not do any ordinary work. But you shall
present a food offering to the LORD for
seven days. On the seventh day is a holy
convocation; you shall not do any ordinary
work.” (Leviticus 23:6-8 ESV)

this feast can be celebrated by not eating
yeast for a week, as a kind of recognition
of the sin in our lives that has been
overcome by the Lamb.

This seven-day feast, which begins the day
immediately after Seder evening, is called
the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Matzot),
which is a time of feasting and fasting.
According to Biblical instruction, no leaven
(yeast) is used this week (Exodus 13: 7-9
and Luke 22: 1,7). Every meal revolves
around matzoh (unleavened bread). The
Israelites had only a short time to prepare
before leaving Egypt. That is why God
told them to make bread without yeast,
because there was no time for the bread
to rise. God determined that eating this
bread should be a permanent practice
during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, in
memory of the Exodus from Egypt.

Demonstrate

In the Bible, yeast is a symbol of sin that
must be dealt with. (1 Corinthians 5: 6-8).
It also reminds us of our deliverance from
the bondage of our sin here on earth.
Jesus is our Deliverer, He is our living
bread (Galatians 5:1 and John 6:13), and He
is without sin, the true unleavened bread!

Jesus used this same ‘unleavened
bread’ to explain that it symbolizes His
body being beaten and pierced. What a
powerful symbol of the sacrifice Jesus
made for us!

It is very important to be together with
(church) family during both the Passover
Seder and this festive week of Unleavened
Bread. In this way we can again invite
people to dinner this week and reflect
on the feast of the Lord together.

At the table
Because it is customary not to eat
anything prepared with yeast, you can,
for example, have lunch with matzoh
during this week. In Israel, different types
of toppings, such as egg or cheese,
but especially chocolate spread, are a
tradition. Of course, unleavened bread
can also be eaten with dinner. Be creative!
To Do: Discuss together what we can do
about sin (yeast) from our spiritual life.
Make it a time for spiritual cleansing.
To Read: Read what Paul says. He calls
us to be ‘unleavened bread’
(1 Corinthians 5: 7-8).

Through the sacrifice of Jesus, the yeast
(sin) in our life has been dealt with. Hence,
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( Yo m H a B i k k u r i m )
“And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
“Speak to the people of Israel and say to
them, When you come into the land that
I give you and reap its harvest, you shall
bring the sheaf of the First Fruits of your
harvest to the priest, and he shall wave the
sheaf before the LORD, so that you may be
accepted. On the day after the Sabbath the
priest shall wave it. And on the day when
you wave the sheaf, you shall offer a male
lamb a year old without blemish as a burnt
offering to the LORD.
And the grain offering with it shall be two
tenths of an ephah of fine ﬂour mixed
with oil, a food offering to the LORD with
a pleasing aroma, band the drink offering
with it shall be of wine, a fourth of a hin
(Hebrew unit of liquid equal to about 5.5
quarts). And you shall eat neither bread
nor grain parched or fresh until this same
day, until you have brought the offering of
your God: it is a statute forever throughout
your generations in all your dwellings.”
(Leviticus 23:10-14 ESV)
The first day, after the first Sabbath,
during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, is
called the Feast of the Firstfruits (Yom
HaBikkurim) and falls on Nisan 16 (so in
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ten van de Heer
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The Feast of
Firstfruits

our calendar this falls on a different day
each year in March/April). God indicated
that this feast should be one of the three
great sacrificial feasts. The first crop of the
barley crop is dedicated to God. It is a day
of thanksgiving for God’s provision, for
fertile land, rain and the flowering of the
crops. In addition, a blessing is requested
for the rest of the harvest season.
Jesus is referred to more often in the Bible
as ‘the First’ (1 Cor. 15:20). Jesus is the
‘Firstfruits from the dead.’ He rose from
the dead on the day of the Firstfruits! At
Easter we remember that Jesus died and
rose again in order to free us forever from
the bondage of sin with His blood. What
incredible evidence of God’s grace and love
to anyone who wants to see it. At the same
time as this feast, the Day of the Firstfruits,
the so-called ‘Omer count’ (50 days until
the Feast of Weeks/Pentecost) begins.

Demonstrate
The Hebrew calendar shows that this very
day, Nisan 16, Jesus rose from the grave,
but also that, long before that, the journey
through the Red Sea (Yam Suph) took
place. this journey through the Red Sea
is strongly linked to baptism. Paul literally

ten van de Heer
ten van de Heer
ten van de Heer
mentions this connection in 1 Corinthians
10. The people of Israel passed through the
sea, got to the other side safely, and thus
discarded their old identities as slaves. This
shedding of the old identity is reflected
in Romans 6:4 where it says that through
baptism we died with Christ and rose in
newness of life. This feast is a good time
to reflect on baptism: thinking back to our
baptism, or thinking about whether this is
the time to be baptized.
According to Leviticus 23, at this feast,
the first sheaf of the barley harvest must
be brought to the priest for sacrifice. The
first crop of the harvest is the best. Does
God get the best part from us, the part to
which He is entitled? Would it be an idea to
take your ‘firstfruits’ to the house of God?
Perhaps now is the time to take a critical
look at what you bring to the house of God
in time, attention, and money.

give these ‘first’ fruits a place in our meal.
Or use the seasonal vegetables such as
asparagus, radishes, and string beans that
we know in the months of March/April in
the Netherlands.
To Do: An idea could be to give an extra
gift to the church family during this
feast, for example to the Heart for the
House Campaign of Celebration Church
Netherlands. Share this special day with
loved ones and reflect together on the
importance of giving.
To Read: There are also other scriptures
that mention that Jesus is the First:
Hebrews 1:6 and Colossians 1:15. It’s good to
read the story of the suffering, death, and
resurrection of Jesus in Luke 23 and 24.

At the Table
This feast revolves around the first
fruits of the harvest. In Israel these are
barley, grapes, figs (Bikoera means fig),
pomegranate, olives, and dates. We can
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Feast of Weeks
( P e n t e c o s t / S h av u o t )

“You shall count seven full weeks from
the day after the Sabbath, from the day
that you brought the sheaf of the wave
offering. 16 You shall count fifty days to
the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then
you shall present a grain offering of new
grain to the LORD. (Leviticus 23:15-16 ESV)
Feast of Weeks (Shavuot) falls exactly
on the 50th day after Pesach; it is seven
Sabbaths (7 full weeks = 50 days) later
and is known to us as Pentecost. The word
‘Pentecost’ comes from the Greek word
Pentekonta, which means ‘50’. On this day
we celebrate and reflect on receiving the
Torah and the 10 commandments of God.
The Bible tells us that after His
resurrection, Jesus stayed on earth
for another 40 days. Just before His
ascension, He told His disciples to wait in
Jerusalem, because He would send the
Holy Spirit. Ten days after the ascension of
Jesus, the Holy Spirit did indeed descend
upon the believers. On the exact same
day that the Feast of Weeks began (Acts
2). With this, God fulfilled and confirmed
the ancient Feast of Weeks with signs
and wonders, by pouring out the Holy
Spirit precisely on this day of the Feast of
Weeks. It was the day when the word was
no longer written on the tablets of stone,
but in the hearts of the people.
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Paul calls Jesus the Firstfruits from the
dead and us, as the followers of Jesus,
the firstfruits who have the Spirit (Romans
8:23). The blessing of Jesus also applies
to us! We, as the body of Jesus, are
anointed, and we may carry His message
as ambassadors of His Kingdom. Jesus
prayed in John 17 that we would be as
one body, just as He and God the Father
are one.
In giving the Ten Commandments, God
says, “Sh’ma Yisrael, Adonai Eloheinu,
Adonai Echad”, or “Hear O Israel: The Lord
our God, the Lord is one” (Deuteronomy 6:
4 ESV). From Hebrew, the word ‘listen’ in
Deuteronomy 6 means more than just ‘to
hear’. It also means to do! We are called
upon as one body not only to hear but
also to do the Ten Commandments, as
true ambassadors of God’s Kingdom.

Demonstrate
Traditionally, the houses (and synagogues)
are decorated with flowers, fruits, and
vegetables to emphasize the character
of the harvest. We too can decorate our
house and/or room with (homemade or
self-picked) flowers.

At the Table
It is a tradition to eat dairy products with
this feast, such as milk, cheese,

and biscuits (literally: cheese pancakes).
This refers to the promise of God to
give the land of ‘milk and honey’ to the
Israelites (Exodus 3:8, Numbers 14:8,
Deuteronomy 31:20 and Ezekiel 20:15).

To Read: During the Feast of Weeks/
Pentecost, the book of Ruth is often
read, because the story about Ruth took
place in the summer harvest and is full of
prophetic symbols.

We can give the products of the harvest
a deliberate place in this meal. Or us
seasonal vegetables pea, kohlrabi, and
watercress as we know in the month of
May in the Netherlands.

CONCLUSION
If you are a Christian and you see Jesus
as the Lord of your life, and you are born
again in the Kingdom of God, then you, as
His Child, want to become more like Him!
Jesus was a Jew and also celebrated the
feasts himself. For example, in Luke 2:
41-42 it is says that, as a twelve year old,
Jesus went with His parents to the feast
of Pesach. In Matthew 26 from verse
17 onwards, we read how the disciples
came to Jesus on the first day of the
Feast of Unleavened Bread to discuss the
preparations for the Passover meal. The
Bible also records that Jesus was present
at the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7).
Jesus is the Way we may follow. He said
in John 8:31, “If you obey My Word, you
are a true follower.” He also says in John
5:19 that He only did what He saw His
Father do. Then it makes sense that Jesus

celebrated the feasts of God because He
saw His Father observes these feasts.
His Father had instituted them himself
and called them His feasts.
Paul observed the feasts (Acts 20:6, 16)
and instructed the believers in Corinth
to remember the feasts constantly from
their New Testament significance (1
Corinthians 5:7-8, Colossians 2:16).
Celebrating the feasts helps us as
believers to keep remembering God’s
plan of salvation.
Jesus is the reason for the feasts. Jesus
is the Passover Lamb. His blood is the
fulfillment of deliverance and forgiveness,
His blood is now on the doorposts of our
hearts. He is the Firstfruits; the First to
be raised from the dead. God gave the
law, and Jesus gave the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost (Shavuot).
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EPILOGUE
It is a joy in itself to discover what the
feasts of the Lord can teach us personally.
But knowing more about our shared past,
of Jews and Christians, also helps us to
get to know God better. Understanding
and celebrating the Lord’s feasts together
gives us insight into God’s plan of
salvation, and strengthens our confidence
in the future.
God Himself instituted His feasts and
Jesus also observed His Father’s feasts.
But perhaps the question still arises:
should we now copy all Jewish rituals?
No! Because many of the rituals were
never instituted by God, but have
originated over the years. Of course,
everyone has been given a free choice
as to whether we want to celebrate the
feasts of the Lord. But whoever, together
with God, chooses to celebrate these
feasts of the Lord, let him celebrate them
in all sincerity and truth, in view of Jesus.
“... who is, and who was, and who is to
come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1: 8 ESV)
In practice, celebrating the feasts turns
out to be a spiritual enrichment, bringing
you closer to God, and it makes us look
forward to the future with God with even
greater desire! The festivals look back to
what God has done (for His people), what

He is doing now in our lives, and what
He will do in the future. It is especially
important to look for what is significant,
and how the Biblical instructions can be
applied in (family) life.
In Part 2 of ‘The Feasts of the Lord,’ we
will cover the fall feasts.
Where the spring feasts have already
been fulfilled by Jesus, the three feasts
in the fall look forward to a time yet
to come: the Second Coming of the
Messiah. The festivals are the Feast of
Trumpets (Yom T’ruah) also known as
Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year), Day of
Atonement (Yom Kippur), and the Feast
of Tabernacles (Sukkot).
All three Feasts fall in the seventh month,
Tisjri (our September/October), of the
Hebrew calendar. This seventh month
is actually what the seventh day, the
Sabbath, is to the week. A day, so here a
month, set aside to seek and meet God.
Where we recognize the spring feasts for
the most part in our Christian calendar
(think of Good Friday, Easter and
Pentecost) we do not see these fall feasts
on our calendars. This is a loss, because
it is precisely these feasts that paint us a
picture of the future, the kingdom of God
on earth!
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