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Post-it notes on your desk or fridge, the 
many appointments in your diary, using a 
highlighter, shopping lists... All reminders 
to not forget those all-important things in 
life. Do you recognize this?

Fortunately, God knows that we as 
humans need reminders. Sprinkled 
throughout the Bible you can find 
memories of following God and His ways. 
Reminders about how much He loves 
us and how we can demonstrate this 
love to others. Many of these memories 
can be found in the form of Biblical 
festivals. Paul writes about these feasts 
to congregations outside Israel. And Luke 
refers to them in the book of Acts. Several 
places in the Gospels show that Jesus 

also celebrated the feasts of the Lord. 
These feasts are a great visualization 
of what God has done for His people, 
and they give us a view of His salvation 
plan through Jesus Christ. It gives us a 
deeper and greater understanding of 
stories in the Bible and the assignments 
that lie before us. The feasts act as a 
seasonal system and a sacred calendar to 
remember and honor the Lord.

In Leviticus 23: 1-2 it says, “the LORD 
spoke to Moses and said, “Speak to the 
people of Israel and say to them, these 
are the appointed feasts of the LORD that 
you shall proclaim as holy convocations; 
they are MY appointed feasts.” (ESV)

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
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FEAST 2021 2022

Feast of Trumpets 7 and 8 September 26 and 27 September

Day of Atonement 16 September 5 October

Feast of Tabernacles 21-27 September 10-16 October

Next, this chapter in Leviticus describes 
seven feasts of the Lord. God Himself 
set these feasts to meet His people. 
We find that the first feast mentioned 
is the Sabbath. For further information 
on this, you may read the Sabbath 
Guide. (Check the website: https://www.
celebrationchurch.nl/the-table/)

In this second part of the guide The 
Feasts of the Lord, we focus on the fall 
feasts as mentioned in Leviticus 23. 

This guide is intended to be used for 
families gathered around the table, 
demonstrating his Kingdom on earth 
as it is in heaven. For parents, God has 
placed our children into our care to teach 
them about God’s love, word, and ways. 
This is our primary mission. The more we 
learn, the better we can teach, and the 
more effectively we can image God in our 
homes, then our neighbors, community, 
and our country.

Why does God’s calendar start in the 
Spring? One answer could be that our 
ancient ancestors were very much 
connected to the land and nature, and 
Spring was when the seeds for life were 
sown. It’s also when things that were dead 
from the cold winter would soon come 
to life with the warm spring sunshine and 
life-giving rains. If you look at the Biblical 
narrative, you will see this was when God 
chose to deliver his people Israel, but is 
there more here foreshadowing another 
great deliverance of all humankind? As 
you will see, the LORD also chose to use 
his celebrations to display when Jesus 
would bring the understanding of the 

particular feast to its highest expression 
to declare, He and the Father are one! 
(John 10:30)

Our (Greek) calendar starts in January, 
but God starts His calendar in the spring, 
in the month of Nisan. You could call our 
calendar static: the same every year, but 
the calendar of the Jews is a flexible one. 
This is because the Hebrew calendar is 
determined by the phases of the moon, 
so the feasts of the Lord always fall on the 
same date, but not on the same week day. 
Just as our Christmas date always falls on 
December 25th, but has a different day of 
the week, every year.
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THE FALL FEASTS
While the spring feasts, which we discussed in the first part, have already been fulfilled 
by Jesus, the three feasts in the fall look forward to a time yet to come: the Second 
Coming of the Messiah. The feasts are the Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teru’a) also known 
as Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year), the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) and the 
Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot).

All three Feasts fall in the seventh month, Tishri (September/October in our country), of 
the Hebrew calendar. This seventh month is actually what the seventh day, the Sabbath, 
is of the week. Set aside a day—here a month—to seek and meet God.

Where we recognize the spring festivals for the most part in our Christian calendar 
— think of Good Friday, Easter and Pentecost — we don’t see any of these festivals in 
the fall on our calendar anymore. A loss, because these Feasts give us a picture of the 
future, the kingdom of God on earth!

Demonstrate
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FEAST OF TRUMPETS 
(Yom Teru’a)
Leviticus 23:23-25: “And the LORD spoke 

to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to the people 

of Israel, saying, ‘In the seventh month, 

on the first day of the month, you shall 

observe a day of solemn rest, a memorial 

proclaimed with the blast of trumpets, a 

holy convocation. You shall not do any 

ordinary work, and you shall present a 

food offering to the LORD.’”

The first Feast in the fall is the Feast 
of Trumpets. This is celebrated on the 
first two days of the month of Tishri, the 
seventh month of the religious year. But 
because there is a difference between 
the religious and civil year, this date also 
celebrates the Hebrew New Year, Rosh 
Hashanah.

The Feast of Trumpets heralds the holiest 
days of the Hebrew calendar, the so-
called “Ten Days of Awe.” These days 
are dedicated to personal reflection on 
the relationship with God and with other 
people. In Judaism, people take these 
days very seriously because they want 
to make things right with God before the 
upcoming Feast, the Day of Atonement. 
And for that you must also make things 
right with your fellow man (Matthew 
6:14-15).

On each day of the two-day Feast of 
Trumpets, the climax is the blowing of 

the shofar (the ram’s horn). Four different 
tones are blown on the shofar, each with 
its own spiritual meaning. In the month 
prior to this holiday, the shofar is also 
blown every morning to prepare people 
for the time of reflection to come. The 
sound of the shofar is a wake-up call.

The first mention of a ram’s horn in the 
Bible is when God provides a substitute 
sacrifice for Abraham when he obeys 
God with the sacrifice of his son Isaac. 
Instead of his son, God provides Abraham 
with a ram that has its horn(s) stuck 
in the bushes. Just like He has given 
us a vicarious sacrifice through Jesus 
(Hebrews 11:17-19).

From this moment on we see references 
to the shofar, the ram’s horn, in various 
places in the Bible. Consider, for example, 
the fall of Jericho (Joshua 6) and the 
story of Gideon (Judges 7). Both stories 
link the shofar to battle. Jesus overcame 
sin and death through his vicarious 
sacrifice, so when the shofar sounds, we 
are also reminded that we are called to 
battle in the heavens (Ephesians 6:11-13). 
But also to the fact that Jesus fought and 
won the battle for us.

The Feast of Trumpets is the Feast that, 
according to tradition, is also linked to the 
Day of the Wedding and the coronation 
of the King. A preview of the future! For 
one day our Bridegroom will come for His 
Bride and He will be crowned as our King. 



Until then, we look forward and prepare, 
for the King is coming!

In practice
Because the Feast of Trumpets is also 
celebrated as a Jewish New Year, the feast 
can be seen as a special and spiritually 
refreshing New Year’s party.

At the table
Organize a special meal with the family. 
The children can get involved by asking 
them to help decorate the table. You can 
also add the evening meal to this meal. You 
can always consult the Sabbath Guide for 
this.

Apples with honey and the seeds of a 
pomegranate are a traditional delicacy. 
These symbolize a sweet (prosperous) New 
Year. When you dip the apple in the honey, 
you can speak the following blessing:

“Lord, we want to speak a blessing over the 
coming year, that it will be a sweet year.”

Tip
Dip the sacramental bread (challa bread) in 
the honey. Deliciously sweet! And because 
the year is round, bake the bread in a circle 
instead of a rectangle.

Bible
According to tradition, Psalm 27 is read 
during this period. But you can also think of 

the story of Jericho or Gideon, in which the 
ram’s horn plays an important role.

Forgiveness
Getting everything in order is very 
important during this period. So talk to each 
other about how important it is to make 
amends with everyone, including those who 
may be further away from you. Now is the 
time to say sorry for bad words that have 
been said and bad things that have been 
done. It could have hurt and distressed 
someone. Make it right. And this applies to 
both the parents (adults) and the children.

Cast the stone
According to tradition, during this period 
people go out with stones and breadcrumbs 
to throw them into a stream, lake or pond. 
This shows how God casts our sins into the 
depths of the sea (Micah 7:19). This is a very 
nice way to show that God takes away all 
our sins, and with all our ditches around 
here there is enough water.

Blow the shofar
If the sound of the shofar is meant to be a 
wake-up call for us, you might want to listen 
to this sound, or make your own. When 
you hear the sound, it might be good to 
consider your personal relationship with 
God. For it is up to each of us, individually, 
to repent and draw ever closer to God. And 
you bet that the sound will shake you up!

6
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Leviticus 23:26-28: “And the LORD spoke 

to Moses, saying, ‘Now on the tenth 

day of this seventh month is the Day of 

Atonement. It shall be for you a time of 

holy convocation, and you shall afflict 

yourselves (fast all food and water for 24 

hours) and present a food offering to the 

LORD. And you shall not do any work on 

that very day, for it is a Day of Atonement, 

to make atonement for you before the 

LORD your God.’”

The tenth day of the month of Tishri is the 
Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur. This day 
is dedicated to fasting and prayer, and 
confession of sins. The Day of Atonement 
is the last day of the “Ten Days of Awe” 
mentioned earlier. This day is considered 
the most solemn of the year, and more 
than on any other day of the year, it is the 
time to seek the Lord.

In Biblical times, this day was the only day 
of the year that the high priest could enter 
the Holies of Holies in the temple. On this 
day, the priest came into the presence 
of God and by performing a number of 
specific rituals and blood sacrifices, he 
made atonement for himself, his family, 
and all the people.

Two goats were also needed for the 
atonement. The first goat was for the Lord 
and served as an offering to Him. The 
second goat, also known as the scapegoat, 
was for Azazel, and it symbolized the 
sin of God’s people. There are different 
theories about the name Azazel, but their 

similarity is that the goat carries away our 
sins. The priest put his and the people’s 
sins on the goat by laying his hands on 
it, and listing all possible sins. Then they 
drove this scapegoat far into the desert 
to take away the sins of the people. (In 
Leviticus 16 you can read in detail how this 
was done.)

Now this ritual of the Day of Atonement 
is no longer necessary, because Jesus 
has taken the place of this ritual. Through 
the sacrifice of Jesus and His blood, we 
have received eternal redemption for 
our sins. Additionally, this redemption 
through Jesus has made it possible for 
us to come into the presence of God, the 
Holy of Holies, and experience our own 
encounters with God. We no longer need 
an earthly priest, because Jesus is our 
High Priest.

Just as the goats symbolize the death, 
sacrifice, and removal of sin, so the 
death and resurrection of Jesus are 
the fulfillment of these things. By 
remembering the original process of 
atonement on this day, and understanding 
that Jesus fulfilled it with His sacrifice, we 
can understand and experience the love 
God has for us much better.

Day of Atonement and the ten preceding 
days are dedicated to repentance, prayer 
(and fasting), and charity. It is striking that 
in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5 
and 6), Jesus addresses many of these 
aspects. In Matthew 5:24 he says, “First be 

 (Yom Kippur) Day of Atonement
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reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and present your offering” In the next 
section up to chapter 6, He is also very 
clear about putting sin out of your life. 
“For it is better for you to lose one of the 
parts of your body, than for your whole 
body to be thrown into hell,” he says in 
verse 29 of chapter 5.

He also speaks about giving offerings. 
He says about this in Matthew 6:2: “So 
when you give to the poor, do not sound 
a trumpet before you.” Clear instructions 
on how to bring our gift of love (charity) 
to the Lord. Prayer and fasting are 
given similar instructions. Here also the 
Lord’s Prayer is given to us with an extra 
addition, that only when we forgive 
someone else’s debts, Our Father in 
heaven will also forgive our sins (Matthew 
6:14-15).

In practice
Traditionally, on the Day of Atonement, 
there is fasting and no work. The latter is 
a biblical commandment: no servile work 
is to be done. Fasting is a tradition that 
originated later. So fasting is allowed, 
but it is not required. Since the Day of 
Atonement does not always fall on a 
holiday on our calendar, not working at 
all may not be feasible, but let this day 
be dedicated to Him, and you can do that 
everywhere you go!

At the table 
Prepare a special meal to end your 
fast. As with the Sabbath, you can add 
the sacrament. When the blessing is 

spoken over the bread and wine, you can 
especially remember that the blood of 
Jesus atoned for us. We may live in the 
knowledge that we are forever reconciled 
to Him! During the meal you can talk 
about this day and what it means to us. It 
is a special occasion to be extra grateful 
for the sacrifice of Jesus.

Another tradition is to say a prayer and 
speak a blessing over every member of 
the family (or guest) for the new year. 
This may already be a Sabbath meal 
habit, otherwise now may be a good time 
to give it a try.

According to tradition, many prayers 
and blessings are spoken on this day. 
The prayers on this day are all about 
repentance. Specifically, prayers are 
made for the forgiveness of sins and 
the blotting out of transgressions and 
wrongdoings. Confess your sins to each 
other and to God and repent. This means 
taking a different path. Turn around!

One of the blessings spoken by the 
priests on this day is the part in Numbers 
6:24-26. A beautiful blessing to speak 
about each other:

“The Lord bless you, and keep you; The 
Lord make His face shine on you, And 
be gracious to you; The Lord lift up 
His countenance on you, And give you 
peace.’”

Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, the Day of 
Atonement ritual is no longer necessary. 
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Thanksgiving is in order. This can be 
done in your own words, but below you 
will also find an example based on some 
aspects of this day:

Thank you for fulfilling the rites of the Day 
of Atonement through the Blood of Your 
Son Jesus.

Jesus, You are our High Priest who has 
applied His own blood in the heavenly 
temple as atonement for us. You are the 
slain Lamb but also our scapegoat who 
took away our sins.

Father Thank you for letting us know that 
through the sacrifice of your Son we have 

been included in the Book of Life. Thank 
you that we may be one with You, thank 
You Eternal God, Blessed be the Name of 
Your Royal Majesty forever and ever!

Bible
Traditionally, the following Bible passages 
are read on this day: Leviticus 16:2-34; 
23:26-32, Numbers 29:7-11, and Isaiah 
57:14-58:14. In Leviticus 16 the entire ritual 
on the Day of Atonement is described. 
This may be interesting to read, but the 
letter to Hebrews, especially chapters 7 
through 10, shows that Jesus fulfilled this. 
Read these chapters in view of the rites of 
the Day of Atonement.
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“And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

Leviticus 23:33-36 “And the LORD spoke 

to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to the people 

of Israel, saying, On the fifteenth day of 

this seventh month and for seven days is 

the Feast of Booths to the LORD. On the 

first day shall be a holy convocation; you 

shall not do any ordinary work. For seven 

days you shall present food offerings to 

the LORD. On the eighth day you shall 

hold a holy convocation and present a 

food offering to the LORD. It is a solemn 

assembly; you shall not do any ordinary 

work.’”

The last Feast in the fall is the Feast of 
Tabernacles. It is the seventh Festival in 
the seventh month (Tishri) and lasts for 
seven days. Feast of Tabernacles is to the 
Feasts as the Sabbath is to the week. It 
is the feast of joy after the gravity of the 
Day of Atonement. The festival reminds 
people that God provided all of the 
people’s needs, such as food, clothing, 
and protection, during the period that the 
Israelites lived in the desert for 40 years.

During the five days between the Day of 
Atonement and the Feast of Tabernacles, 
a booth or sukkah is built. In this hut 
people eat, sing, worship, and sometimes 
even sleep. The booth reminds people 
that in the desert they also lived in tents 
(huts). It also makes people reflect on 
the age of materialism in which we live. 
Rather than getting caught up in a desire 

for more and more, God reminds us that 
the earth is not our real home, and that 
we should not be distracted by the things 
of the world.

Just as the Israelites were on a journey to 
the promised land, we are on a journey 
to the eternal promised land. And on 
this journey we should look only to our 
God for our protection. The eighth day, 
Shemini Atzeret (the Closing Feast), 
is a reminder of the joy the Israelites 
experienced when they entered the 
Promised Land from the wilderness.

For Jews, experiencing the comforts of 
returning to your home after living in a 
hut for a week, is a special way to gain a 
divine perspective and a grateful heart. 
But this eighth day is also a reference to 
the day when the Kingdom of God will 
be revealed. Then we too will enter the 
promised land.

Water and light are both important 
aspects of this holiday. In Biblical times, 
the High Priest would pour water out 
on the threshing floor of David and pray 
for the winter rains to come and nourish 
the dry, thirsty land. Today, we know 
that Jesus is our living water. It’s his 
blood that was poured out for us, and 
only his blood can cleanse us of our sins. 
Light has special significance as well. 
There were also huge candelabras that 
were constructed for this holiday and 

The Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) 
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continuously refilled with oil. They were 
so tall that men had to climb up ladders 
to refill them. The light was bright enough 
to illuminate the entire city. Some scholars 
believe that Jesus was referring to this 
when he stated, “I am the light of the 

world” in John 8:12. It is yet again another 
reminder that while this earth is not our 
home, we are charged with bringing the 
light of the Lord to the darkest places.

Another crucial reason for this celebration 
is the desire of the King to “tabernacle” 
with His people. The command was given 
to do three things after the crops were all 
brought into the storehouse. First, they 
were to take the first and seventh days for 
rest and fellowship with the King. Second, 
they were to build a simple booth (a 
temporary shelter) and live
in it with their family for the entire seven 
days. Third, they were to bring an offering 
with thanksgiving to the Lord for His 
bountiful provision. These were to remind 
us of the time when the Lord brought 
the Israelites out of Egypt and guided 
them through the vast desert. He not only 
kept them, but He protected them from 

the sun’s burning rays by day, under the 
shadow of His wings with a cloud. He 
warmed them at night and comforted them 
with a pillar of fire, which emanated from 
His presence. For forty long years, their 
shoes did not wear out, and their clothes 
did not fall apart. He fed them bread, which 
came down from heaven each day — bread 
they did not work for or labor in kitchens to 
prepare. And when they were thirsty, at His 
command, water flowed out of a rock until 
millions had more water than they could 
need.

As long as we are here on earth as 
strangers to bring His light, we may be 
assured of the same provision that the 
people of Israel received. For that is what 
this Festival is all about, that we may 
know that as long as we are on our way 
to the Kingdom of God, we are under the 
protection (sukkah) of God. And then when 
the Kingdom of God becomes a reality, we 
will celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles with 
all the nations (Zechariah 14:16).

In practice
Whether it’s a small model, a drawing, a 

11
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Lego model or if you go all out and build a 
life-size booth, making a deciduous hut is 
a great family activity. Maybe you have a 
tent that you can use, or you are an expert 
at building forts, or you prefer to build a 
table tent?

Traditionally, the idea is to demonstrate 
your dependence on God, by making it 
outdoors and covering the roof with only 
natural materials such as branches. In our 
wet climate this is not always the best 
option. But with a little creativity there is 
probably a good solution.

In any case, try to have a meal in the hut 
at least once, and spending a night in it 
would be quite a fun and unforgettable 
event.

Extra tip
According to tradition, the booths are 
richly decorated with fruits (now made 
of plastic), drawings, garlands, and lights. 
Much of the decoration is similar to our 
Christmas decorations.

At the table
Prepare a special meal together for the 
family/relatives/friends and add the 
sacrament again. During the meal, the 
meaning of the Feast of Tabernacles may 
be discussed with each other. It is a great 
opportunity to show our gratitude to our 
God and Father and for the sacrifice of 
Jesus.

Bible
Later in history, a ninth day was added 
to this celebration. On this ninth and final 
day, Simchat Torah, the joy of the law, is 
celebrated by singing and dancing with 
the Torah. This day is not mentioned in 
the Bible, but is nevertheless a special 
addition. Believers today not only 
celebrate the law of God, but also the 
Word incarnate, Jesus.

During the Feast of Tabernacles, the 
reading of the Torah in the synagogue is 
also completed. It was read in its entirety 
during the previous year. This reading of 
the Torah is done from scrolls.

Make a Bible reading plan for the coming 
year, for your own use, for the family, or 
especially for the children. You can come 
up with these yourself, but of course there 
are also various ready-made options.

A special offering
During the Feast of Tabernacles, it is 
customary to make sacrifices to show 
God our gratitude. This can of course be 
done by making a donation to your own 
municipality or a good cause. There are 
also many other ways to make a sacrifice 
to God. This does not only have to be in 
our finances. Also think about your time, 
talents and services.
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CONCLUSION
If you are a Christian and you see Jesus 
as the Lord of your life, and you are born 
again in the Kingdom of God, then you, as 
His Child, want to become more like Him!

Jesus was a Jew and also celebrated the 
feasts himself. For example, in Luke 2: 
41-42 it is says that, as a twelve year old, 
Jesus went with His parents to the feast 
of Pesach. In Matthew 26 from verse 
17 onwards, we read how the disciples 
came to Jesus on the first day of the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread to discuss the 
preparations for the Passover meal. The 
Bible also records that Jesus was present 
at the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7).

Jesus is the Way we may follow. He said 
in John 8:31, “If you obey My Word, you 

are a true follower.” He also says in John 
5:19 that He only did what He saw His 
Father do. Then it makes sense that Jesus 
celebrated the feasts of God because He 
saw His Father observes these feasts. His 
Father had instituted them himself and 
called them His feasts.

Paul observed the feasts (Acts 20:6, 16) 
and instructed the believers in Corinth 
to remember the feasts constantly from 
their New Testament significance (1 
Corinthians 5:7-8, Colossians 2:16).

Celebrating the feasts helps us as 
believers to keep remembering God’s 
plan of salvation. 

Jesus is the reason for the feasts. He is 
the Lamb of the Passover. His blood is the 
fullness of deliverance and forgiveness, 
which is now applied to the doorposts 
of our hearts. He is the First Fruits of 
those raised from the dead through faith 
(in him). He is the giver of the Law and 
the giver of the Holy Spirit on Shavuot 
(Pentecost). And when he returns, it 
will be at the sounding of a shofar from 
heaven, Yom T’ruah (Rosh HaShanah). 
Israel will mourn for him as an only son as 
in the fasting of Yom Kippur. Then he will 
gather the harvest of souls of the nations 
- Sukkot (Tabernacles). So, as the Apostle 
Paul said...’let us keep the feasts,’ as we 
remember and celebrate Jesus, the Lord 
of the Feasts.
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EPILOGUE 
It is a joy in itself to discover what the 
feasts of the Lord can teach us personally. 
But knowing more about our shared past, 
of Jews and Christians, also helps us to 
get to know God better. Understanding 
and celebrating the Lord’s feasts together 
gives us insight into God’s plan of 
salvation, and strengthens our confidence 
in the future.

God Himself instituted His feasts and 
Jesus also observed His Father’s feasts. 
But perhaps the question still arises: 
should we now copy all Jewish rituals? 
No! Because many of the rituals were 
never instituted by God, but have 
originated over the years. Of course, 
everyone has been given a free choice as 
to whether we want to celebrate the 

feasts of the Lord. But whoever, together 
with God, chooses to celebrate these 
feasts of the Lord, let him celebrate them 
in all sincerity and truth, in view of Jesus.

“... who is, and who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1: 8 ESV)

In practice, celebrating the feasts turns 
out to be a spiritual enrichment, bringing 
you closer to God, and it makes us look 
forward to the future with God with even 
greater desire! The festivals look back to 
what God has done (for His people), what 
He is doing now in our lives, and what 
He will do in the future. It is especially 
important to look for what is significant, 
and how the Biblical instructions can be 
applied in (family) life.
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